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2017 Falmouth Road Race Wrap-up 
Congratulations to #TeamMay for running and 

completing the 2017 Falmouth Road Race! This committed 
group of 20 runners raised over $22,000 for May Institute. 
We are grateful for their dedication to our mission. ⑉

Charter Cup Fishing Tournament a Reel Success
May Institute’s Cape Cod Programs was one of 

eight beneficiaries of the 1st Annual Charter Cup Fishing 
Tournament, which took place in July at Baxter’s Fish and 
Chips in Hyannis. Thanks to E.J. Jaxtimer of E.J. Jaxtimer 
Builder, Inc., and Sam Baxter of Baxter’s Boathouse, for 
organizing this event and raising more than $40,000 to 
benefit nonprofits on Cape Cod.

Captain Ron Murphy (wearing the white hat) and his Stray 
Cat crew raised more than $9,000 to benefit our Cape Cod 
and Southeastern Massachusetts adult services programs. 
Carl F. Riedell & Son, Inc. Plumbing and Heating 
sponsored the Stray Cat and matched all donations made 
to May Institute, including gifts from F.W. Webb, Ferguson, 
S.G. Torrice Company, Carolyn Lane, Scott and Susan 
Sipple, and Samuel Traywick. ⑉

Tis’ the Season for Sensitive Santa
For the third year, May Institute is partnering with 

Bass Pro Shops in Foxborough, Mass., for two Sensitive 
Santa events on Saturday, Dec. 2, and Saturday, Dec. 9. For 
children with autism spectrum disorder, the excitement of 
the season can be overwhelming. We are pleased to offer 
an alternative experience so these children can enjoy one 
of childhood’s favorite traditions — a visit with Santa. ⑉

COMMUNITY EVENTS: 

Thank you for your support!

If you would like to host a 
community event to benefit May 
Institute, contact Laura Vincent at 
lvincent@mayinstitute.org.
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Verna and Henry have been part 
of the May Institute family for 
50 years combined. They are 
each other’s best friends and 
companions, and share a home 
with two other housemates in 
one of our community-based 
residences on Cape Cod. Prior to 
coming to May, Verna lived in a 
nursing home and Henry in an 
institution. They met at a May 
day habilitation program, and 
attended the program each day 
together until they “retired.”

Today, their days continue to be 
intertwined. On most mornings, 
you will find the two drinking 
coffee together and making 

plans for the day. Henry, at age 
93, is one of the oldest adults in 
our care. Primarily non-verbal, 
he has a friendly greeting for 
everyone he meets and always 
has a smile on his face. Henry 
loves holidays and, in particular, 
Christmas and Santa Claus.

Verna, who is preparing for 
her 74th birthday, is a delight. 
She is always dressed up, and 
revels in community and social 
outings — dinner out, going to 
the movies, and shopping.

Last year, May staff worked with 
Verna to plan a mini vacation 
with a friend. Not surprisingly, 
she chose Henry. Knowing 

how much he likes Christmas, 
she asked staff to take them 
to Santa’s Village in New 
Hampshire. It was a wonderful 
day, topped by a visit and 
photograph with Santa — yet 
another picture filled with 
meaning and bringing our 
mission of “individualized care 
across the lifespan” to life.

Verna and Henry are two of the 
hundreds of adults whose lives 
are rich with meaning because 
of the love and care they receive 
from May Institute, and from 
each of you who supports our 
work. ⑉

Faces. Voices. Lives. 
MEET HENRY AND VERNA

It’s said that a picture is 
worth a thousand words. 
Our cover photo captures 
the essence of Verna and 
Henry and illustrates the 
joy of serving individuals 
with special needs across 
the lifespan. 
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For the second summer, more 
than 30 students from the May 
Center School in Randolph, 
Mass., participated in SwAMP 
Camp (Science with Arts, Math 
and Problem Solving)! Staff 
from the school created the 
week-long camp with two 
goals in mind. 

First, they wanted our 
students to have the 
opportunity to participate in 
a summer camp like their 
siblings and peers. To achieve 
this goal, they created an 
experience where students 
could reap the social benefits 
of meeting new friends, trying 
new activities, and playing new 
games while having fun and 
being supported.

Second, the teachers wanted 
to inject the curriculum with 
more science, technology, arts, 
and math. To do this, they 
included hands-on learning 
in the week’s activities such 
as the chemical reaction of 
Mentos placed in Diet Coke, 
the great egg drop, and a tin 
foil boat challenge.

Thank you to our friends at 
Hingham Lumber Company 
for their donation of supplies 
for building catapults, rockets, 
and circuit boards. ⑉ 

To donate and volunteer to be 
part of the 2018 SwAMP Camp, 
contact Laura Vincent at 
lvincent@mayinstitute.org. 

SwAMP Camp: Making Summer Learning Fun!
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Be Part of An Evening of 
Hope and Possibility!
Serve on the planning committee: Join 
our committee and help us to foster 
relationships with supporters and 
increase the event’s visibility.

Be a table host: Host a table of eight for 
dinner and be the driving force for filling 
the room with people who are interested 
in learning about and supporting May 
Institute’s programs and services.

Invite your employer to be a corporate 
sponsor: We invite companies to become 
sponsors of the event and receive 
numerous marketing benefits.

Contribute gift-in-kind items for the 
mystery boxes/live auction: If you have 
an item you would like to donate or a 
connection for a donation that you are 
able to pass along, please contact us.

SPLASH PAD RIBBON CUTTING
The long-awaited splash pad at the May Center 
School in Randolph was opened for student use in 
June. This addition to our campus will offer countless 
opportunities for our children to learn, exercise, and 
play together. ⑉

Pictured l-r: Director of School Services Bridget Anderson, 
Executive Director Cheryl White, and Director of Education 
Jennifer Iverson. 

Ticket sales begin in January!
To learn about sponsorship opportunities, visit: 

mayinstitute.org/specialevents  

SAVE THE DATE
Thursday, April 5, 2018 6:00 – 9:00 p.m  

State Room, Boston, Mass.

Purchase tickets to attend: Details on sponsorship levels 
and ticket sales will be available in January 2018.

Become a volunteer: We will have a limited number of 
opportunities for this special event, so let us know if you 
are interested in serving as a volunteer for the evening.

Contact Special Events Manager Michelle Hunt at 
mhunt@mayinstitute.org to participate.
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NEW HOME 
FOR WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 
SCHOOL
The May Center School for 
Autism and Developmental 
Disabilities in West 
Springfield, Mass., has moved 
to a newly built facility on 
Capital Drive. The brand new 
17,000-square-foot facility is 
nearly twice the size of the 
former location and houses 
big, bright classrooms, a lunch/
activity room, gross motor skills 
room, adaptive gymnasium, 
library, and computer lab.

The new school offers an 
enhanced “Classroom to 
Community” vocational and 

employment program, including 
a life skills apartment suite and 
a school store.

Fundraising continues for the 
outdoor playground space, 
which we hope to install in 
spring 2018. ⑉ 

To make a gift or learn more, 
please contact Senior Vice 
President of Philanthropy 
Mary Tiernan at mtiernan@
mayinstitute.org.

Executive Director Erica Kearney and members of her staff cutting the ribbon 
at our new school in West Springfield.

A day of giving is a one-day fundraising event to support the 
individuals we serve. Watch your mail and email for details 
about May Institute’s Day of Giving on May 1, 2018. It will be an 
exciting 24 hours when the entire May community will be asked 
to support their favorite program.

The funds raised will help our individuals with autism, brain 
injury, and other special needs reach their full potential. Watch 
our web site (www.mayinstitute.org) and social media sites (see 
back page of this newsletter) for more information. ⑉

Join us on May 1 for May Institute’s Day of Giving! 
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Blue Cross Blue Shield Service Day

Thirty BCBS employees spent a day in September at our Randolph 
site painting several hallways at the May Center School, building 
picnic tables for multiple outdoor spaces, and crafting blankets 
for the individuals in our residences. We’re grateful for the work 
these corporate volunteers did to brighten up the space for the 
individuals we serve. ⑉

Randolph Students 
Participate in Special 
Olympics Day Games

In September, 146 students 
participated in Special 

Olympics Day Games at 
our May Center School in 

Randolph. The day began with 
opening ceremonies followed 

by games that included 
walking and running, jumping 

rope, throwing events, and 
a relay race. May Institute is 

grateful for the support of 
our corporate neighbor Risk 
Strategies, whose employees 

volunteered for the day, and to 
NEI General Contracting and 
Harold Brothers Mechanical 
Contractors Inc., who helped 

made this day possible. ⑉



tel / 781.440.0400   fax / 781.440.0401    e-mail / giving@mayinstitute.org   web / www.mayinstitute.org© 2017 May Institute, Inc.

ABOUT MAY INSTITUTE
Founded in 1955, May Institute has its roots in a family’s vision 
of enabling children with disabilities to lead the fullest lives 
possible. Today, May Institute provides educational, rehabilitative, 
and behavioral healthcare services to individuals with autism 
spectrum disorder and other developmental disabilities, brain injury, 
neurobehavioral disorders, and other special needs. May Institute 
also provides training and consultation services to professionals, 
organizations, and public school systems. Our programs touch the lives 
of thousands of individuals and their families each year at more than 
140 service locations across the country.

CONNECT WITH US!  Subscribe to our eNews via our website 
and follow us on social media!

Twitter 
twitter.com/mayinstitute
Facebook 
facebook.com/mayinstitute
Linked In 
linkedin.com/company/the-may-institute
YouTube 
youtube.com/mayinstitute6
Instagram 
instagram.com/mayinstitute
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Pathway to the May

Our commemorative brick program 
promoting the “MAY You Be Healthy” health and 
wellness initiative will raise funds for physical 
activities, and sporting and outdoor equipment 
for three May Center Schools for Autism and 
Developmental Disabilities. 

Available in two sizes, the commemorative 
bricks are engraved with your personal message. 
Honor a student, teacher, or family member; 
celebrate special achievements; highlight a 
birthday or graduation, or recognize a loved one. 

“Pathway Bricks” are 4” x 8” in size can have 
up to three lines of wording and 20 characters per 
line. The price is $150.

The “Stepping Stone Brick” is an 8” x 8” brick 
that can have up to six lines of wording and 20 
characters per line. The cost is $350 per brick.

Purchase a brick today! Visit mayinstitute.
org/pathway or call 781-437-1247.

AmazonSmile

As you shop, a portion of your eligible 
purchases will be donated to May Institute when 
you visit smile.amazon.com. Just type in “May 
Institute” to receive donations from eligible 
purchases before you begin shopping.

Support May Institute


